
Abingdon Community Council Meeting
June 24, 2013

There were 5 members (C. David Copenhaver, Earl Grey, Cynthia Hergenhahn, Carlin Cook, Joan Hamilton) and 17 
guests in attendance including: Dion Guthrie (Harford County Councilman), Jamie Meier (Aid to County 
Councilwoman Mary Ann Lisanti), Capt. Jon Krass (Harford County Sheriff’s Office), Matthew Minson (Constituent 
Services Officer, Comptroller of Maryland), Glen Glass (MD House of Delegates), Susan McComas (MD House of 
Delegates), Art Helton (former State Senator)

There will be NO May meeting because of Memorial Day.
The next meeting will be July 22, 2013 at 6:30 at the Abingdon Public Library. 

• The meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Cynthia Hergenhahn, Chairperson.

• Neither County Councilman Joe Woods nor his Aid, or Andrew Tress Aid for Billy Boniface were in 
attendance.

• Captain Jon Krass: Harford County Sheriff’s Representative
• Sheriff’s Office is concentrating on recent violence in Edgewood area, specifically on Brookside Dr. and 
Grempler Way.
• Abingdon area has seen an increase in juvenile issues since school let out for the summer.
• Capt. Krass and Cynthia Hergenhahn addressed issues about the Neighborhood Watch Program that 
were initiated by Susan McComas.

• Matthew Minson: Constituent Services Officer, Comptroller of Maryland
• Peter Franchot’s motto: “Do more with less.” 
• The  Comptroller’s Office is advocating for filing tax returns on line.
• Bill passed allowing people to have tax refunds deposited in multiple accounts.
• August 11-17 will be shop MD tax free week when clothes and shoes for school students can be purchased tax free.
• There will be a 3 day tax free weekend (TBA) on Energy Star products.

• Unclaimed property listing is on line at www.marylandtaxes.com/individuals/unclaim/default.aspx.
 Recently the state has started cross checking for unclaimed property and sending checks when a match is 
found.

• Cynthia Hergenhahn announced that if you go on the Harford County Public Library site, you can access
      www.Ancestry.com without paying the fee.

• New Business: Presented by Cynthia Hergenhahn
• Reiterated the fact that the ACC sent a letter to each County Council member and to David Craig 
outlining our concerns about the lack of coordination between development projects and the effects on 
traffic, public safety and quality of life. The ACC is requested an additional layer of review to ascertain the 
capability and sustainability of communities inside the development envelope to maintain a sensible and 
smart pace of growth.
• As a result of the ACC letter, County Councilwoman Mary Ann Lisanti introduced a bill to apply 
$60,000 to a study along Rt. 924 in order to more holistically address traffic/pedestrian needs without 
digging up the road with each individual project. The County Council approved this bill.
• ACC member, Earl Grey, discussed concerns from the County Adequate Public Facilities Provisions 
(APFO) Summary Tables. His concern is the Level of Service (LOS) for intersections in Harford County 
are listed as LOS “D”, yet many of our intersections along Rt. 924 are projected to become LOS “E” or 
lower after the proposed constructions take place. The ACC will be glad to forward any constituent 
questions, concerns, suggestions to the proper authorities. 

• Dion Guthrie: Harford County Council
• County Council will not have regular meetings in July and August
• Edgewood violence issues

 There will be a meeting of MOMS (Mothers of Murdered Sons) on Friday June 28 
 County Council will meet July 2 with others (Sheriff’s Office, citizens, etc.) to examine the violence 

and formulate strategies to address the issue.

http://www.marylandtaxes.com/individuals/unclaim/default.aspx
http://www.Ancestry.com/


 Storm water management fee will appear on July tax bill. The County Council has set the rates as: 
$12.50 for homeowners and 7¢ per 500 square feet of impervious surface, municipalities are exempt, 
and only 10 0f the 24 counties are required to assess this tax.

• Announcements and Updates: 
• Glen Glass, MD House of Delegates, furnished copies of a paper highlighting his positions on various 
issues during this year’s legislative session.  He also provided forms which would allow people to “Opt 
Out” of the new Smart Meters that BGE is installing.
• Susan McComas, MD House of Delegates, asked for updates on the progress of Walmart’s push to build 
a Super store at Plumtree and Rt. 924.  Cynthia Hergenhahn gave a brief history and then stated that 
Walmart is currently in the 3rd process with Planning and Zoning. She also stated that the MedStar project is 
further along than Walmart.
• Maureen Eller announced a new publication that is being developed called Southern County Magazine. 
The email address is southerncountymagazine@yahoo.com.
• Cynthia Hergenhahn announced that the Harford County Government will be closed on July 4 & 5 but 
that Public Libraries will be closed on July 4th and open on the 5th.

• Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm by Cynthia Hergenhahn, Chairperson.

Minutes submitted by Donna Copenhaver

mailto:southerncountymagazine@yahoo.com

